The Chicago High School for the Arts

Financial Statistics
Course Syllabus
Instructor:
M. Wroblewski
Room:

216
Phone:        
(312) 534.9710
Email:       
mwroblewski@chiarts.org 
Website:
http://wroblewskichiarts.weebly.com
Availability:       Study Hall                                                                                                                 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Mathematics plays a fundamental role in today’s world, including our complex financial environment. Using practical business problems and real-world personal financial issues, this course will explore areas of mathematics that help us understand, predict, and control our financial world.  Topics that will be explored include, but are not limited to: financial planning, budgeting techniques, savings and investment strategies, banking services, management of credit cards and debt, income taxes, and modeling a business. Using these topics, students will master mathematical concepts and skills such as data analysis; fitting data to equations; linear, quadratic, exponential, and piecewise models; interest formulas; and present and future value. Students will have the opportunity to apply what they are learning to projects that impact themselves and their community.
COURSE OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Apply mathematics as a language to simplify and analyze the world around them.
· Develop their critical-thinking and problem-solving skills.
· Effectively communicate their mathematical understandings.
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:
Our primary resource will be Gerver & Sgroi: Financial Algebra (2011).  We will also use a variety of supplemental materials including games, activities, handouts, and excerpts from other books.  Students will receive such materials on a regular basis and are responsible for reading and organizing them in their class binders.

GRADING:
Final Exam (15%) – At the end of each semester students will be given a cumulative final exam.
Performance Assessments (70%) – Performance assessments will include GRASPS quizzes, and unit exams.
Habits of Mathematicians (15%) – Homework will be assigned and accounted for almost every class.  Students must fully complete the assignment in order to earn full credit.  Individual and group assignments will also be assigned and accounted for during class.
Retake & Late Work Policy

All Students may opt to complete test corrections within one week of return date and receive no more than 50% credit.  These corrections are limited to 1 per semester, per course.  The same option applies to GRASPS.   Students must complete a reflection form prior to resubmitting corrections. There will be no retakes allowed for quizzes. Late GRASPS will receive a letter grade deduction each day (50% maximum) and must be submitted prior to the end of the quarter in which the assessment was assigned. Late homework/in class assignments will require a late work reflection form to be completed and attached to the work when handing it.  It is up to the teacher's discretion to accept the late work based on the student's reflection. If late work is accepted, it must be turned in within one week of the assignment due date.
Absences: Students are responsible for obtaining material and homework assigned on class days when they are absent.  Students must get the notes from a friend, check the homework calendar, check TeacherEase, or check with the teacher.  Missing assignments in the case of an excused absence are due within one week upon the student’s return to class. 

SCHOOL-WIDE GRADING SCALE:
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MATERIALS and SUPPLIES:
The following materials and supplies will be needed daily:
· Pencils and erasers
· 3-ring binder with loose leaf paper & binder tabs
· spiral bound or composition notebook
· calculator with basic functions (students may borrow a calculator for use during school hours)
· Web access to obtain course information and assignments from: http://wroblewskichiarts.weebly.com
COMMON EXPECTATIONS and STANDARDS:
Places:  Be on time to school and to class. Come prepared with all materials, supplies, appropriate dress and attitude. 

Harmonize:  Respect each other and work together.

Collage:  Seek and receive wisdom -- all voices complete the picture.

Direction:  Be willing to lead and follow.

Arrangement:  Consider the shared space. Leave things better than you found them.

** No food or drink (except clear, bottled water) will be allowed in class at any time.
** No gum chewing. 
** Students not adhering to the school dress code will be sent to the Dean of Students.

** All electronic devices must be stored in your lockers during the school day.

** Personal laptop use only permitted in the classroom while under the supervision of a teacher.

Please see 2013-14 Parent-Student Handbook for other school policies and more information.
SCOPE and SEQUENCE – SEMESTER ONE
	Unit Name 
	Focus/Topics/EQs
	Major Assessments

	The Stock Market
	How do businesses start?

How does the stock market work?

How do I make money in the stock market?
	Financial advisor project


	Modeling a Business
	How can the past predict the future? 

How do manufacturers decide the quantity of a product they will produce? 

How can I model a business?
	Lemonade stand project


	Deterministic Modeling for Businesses
	How can I optimize profit? 

How do I choose the best location for a business?
	Business location project


	Probablistic Modeling for Businesses
	What is randomness? 

How can I determine the likelihood of something happening? 

How do I plan for uncertainties?
	Airline overbooking project
Cumulative semester exam


SEMESTER TWO
	Unit Name 
	Focus/Topics/EQs
	Major Assessments

	Income
	How is income distributed in society? Is it fair? 
How do I choose a job?

Why is my take-home pay less than my quoted salary?

Why do we have to pay taxes?

What is a fair tax system?


	Tax return


	Expenses

	Why does money disappear so quickly?
How do I reach my financial goals?

How do I make important financial decisions?

	Year-long budget

Multi-Criterion Decision Making



	Financial Services

	Where should I keep my money?
How do I plan for the future?
	Money management awareness project



	Credit
	Is it worth it to buy what I want now and pay for it later?

How do I borrow money wisely?

What affects my ability to borrow money?


	College loan analysis

Debate

Cumulative semester exam


SCHOOL WIDE PLAGIARISM POLICY:
Rationale

The faculty at ChiArts is committed to teaching students to become ethical users of information and ideas. It is our responsibility not only to educate students in the research process of writing and proper documenting, but also to hold students accountable for submitting original work. Whether as assignment is in a visual, written, or spoken format, students are expected to accurately reference all sources of information consulted for the project. Plagiarism is regarded as a serious offense and will not be tolerated by ChiArts or by any institution of higher learning. All departments must enforce and students must adhere to this policy. 

Definition of Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as:

· Copying of another person’s ideas and/or works, whether intentional or not, in whole or in part, from a print or non-print source and using those ideas or works as one’s own.

· Deliberate and/or inconsistent lack of proper documentation and citation in the project or paper.

· In-text documentation that is not reflected in the Works Cited page.

Student Responsibilities

· Submit authentic work

· Follow the MLA style or APA style guide

· Cite in-text or paraphrased sources correctly and accurately

· Format Works Cited pages correctly and accurately

Consequences of Plagiarism

Whenever a teacher reasonably believes, based upon significant evidence, that a student has plagiarized part or all of an assignment or infringed upon copyright protection, or whenever a teacher reasonably believes, based upon significant evidence, that a student has knowingly assisted another student to plagiarize part or all of an assignment, the teacher shall evaluate the nature and extent of the assistance lent to the student who plagiarized, remind the student of the existence of this rule, and warn the student that he/she is, or may be, subject to the following penalties.

· Conference between the teacher and the student about honest authorship

· Conference between the teacher and parent/guardian regarding the offense

· Reduced credit for the assignment

· Refusal to give the student any credit for the assignment

· Require the student to rework the assignment entirely using his/her own ideas and style

· Refer the student to the proper school authority for any additional counseling or discipline consistent 

 with any other policy of ChiArts

· Failure of the entire semester that the plagiarism occurred in

· Removal from the school for repeated offenses in spite of intervention

 E. Kavanagh, High School Plagiarism Policy, September 2009

You and your parent/guardian should fill in and sign below to show all have read and will adhere to this syllabus.  Please return to Mrs. Wroblewski by Friday, Sept 6th.  Print neatly!

__________________________          _______________________
   ________    ________


             Student Name (Printed)
                    Student Signature

          date 
              period

__________________________          _______________________
   ________
             Parent Name (Printed)
                                       Parent Signature

          date 
      
Home Phone________________________________   Language(s) spoken at home___________________


             Area Code

Phone Number
Student’s Email address___________________________________________________________________


If a parent/guardian needs to be contacted between the hours of 7:30AM and 3:30PM, who should be contacted & where? 








Place of Contact: _____________________ 

Name_________________________________  



Phone______________________________









Area Code

Phone Number



PARENT/GUARDIAN #1:

Work Phone______________________________

Name__________________________________


 Area Code

Phone Number







Cell 

Phone______________________________


Area Code

Phone Number 
EMAIL ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________


PARENT/GUARDIAN #2:








Work

     
Phone______________________________

Name_____________________________________


Area Code

Phone Number







Cell 

Phone______________________________


Area Code

Phone Number 
EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________

Parent Comments/Questions/Concerns Specific to Your Child:

